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SERMON, &c. 


1 THESSALONIANS, CHAP. iv. VER. 14. 


IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED," AND. ROSE 
AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM ALSO WHICH' SLEEP IN 
JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM. 


O N the preſent occaſion it will by no means 
be neceſſary to enter upon a nice explanation of 
words, or into any particular diſquiſition reſpect- 
ing the doctrinal parts of the text. And indeed 
it appears more ſuited to the ſhort limits of a 
fingle diſcourſe, and more agrecable to the pur- 
poſe of my preſent appearance in this place, ro 
enter immediately upon thoſe leading, plain, and 
awful conſiderations, which are contained in the 
text; and which the preſent ſolemnity — 
more than commonly intereſting. 


As Fox, 
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; when we bnd the breathleſs remains 


of our fellow- creatures, and ſtand by the open 
ſepulchres of departed friends, it appears impoſ- 
| ſible to loſe ſight of our own mortality: and, 


with this in view, we cannot be altogether with- 
out ſome alarming forebodings of © ſomething ' 
after death ; that undiſcovered country, from 


| whoſe bourne no traveller returns.“ | 


But if, under theſe impreſſions, we open our 


Bibles, we there diſcover light and immortality 
brought to light through the Goſpel;—we there 
find that our dear friends and relations, who 
have been laid unto their fathers in the ſilent 
tomb, are only fallen aſleep, and that the hour 


is ſhortly coming, * in which all who are in the 


graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 


and ſhall come forth; they that have done 
good unto the reſurrection of life, and they that 


have done evil unto the reſurrection of damna- 


tion.” When preſented with conſiderations: of 
ſuch infinite importance, and when theſe conſi- 
derations are preſſed upon our attention in the 
perſuaſive manner they now are, by the ſolemn 


| ſpectacle before us, Our hearts muſt be groſs, 


our ears muſt be dull of hearing, and our eyes 


muſt be cloſed indeed, if we are not rouſed up to 


the ſerious conſideration of our latter end, and of 


: that everlaſting and ene ſituation of 


9 8 


* 


Tg Ss 


5 inexpreſible happineſs, or of vpſpeakatils mi- 


ſery, which awaits every ſoul here preſent, in 
the eternal world beyond the grave. 


— 


To men unaccuſtomed to fuck ſerious reflec- 


tions, theſe admonitions may perhaps be unwel- 
come; and the love of preſent eaſe may tempt 


them to put off the conſideration to a more con- 


venient ſeaſon; but we beſeech you, brethren, 


by the mercies of God to reflect reflect ſeriouſly, 


that your everlaſting happineſs is at ſtake. We 


are all ſtanding upon the borders of the grave; 


no age is exempt from death; we muſt all, ere 
long, quit the preſent ſcene ;—and, whether we 
think of it or not, © we muſt all appear before 
the judgment-ſcat of Chriſt, to receive the things 


done in the body, according to that we have 


done, whether 1 it be Hong or bad. 15 


3 * 


As long then as you remain inconſiderate and 
unreſolved with reſpect to the things which be- 


long, to your everlaſting peace, ſo long you 


remain in circumſtances. of extreme danger: but, 


if you once begin to think ſerioully, and are de- 


termined to examine yourſelves whether ye be in 


the faith of Chriſt, reſt aſſured. that you have no 
reaſon to dread the enquiry. For, if you have 
already begun to live to the glory of God here, 


as. thoſe IG hope to ſhine forth i in his glorious 
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- preſence hereafter, the examination will at once 


diſſipate every fear, and produce the moſt ratio... 
nal, the moſt ſolid delight. It will at once alle- 
viate the unavoidable evils of life, and give an 
additional reliſh to every preſent enjoyment. 
And, on the other hand, even ſhould you find 
that you have been trifling away your time with 
the ignorant and fooliſh who know not God, 
and have not yet begun the work of your falva- | 


tion, ſtill you have no cauſe to deſpair of mercy, 
nor to be afraid of knowing the very worſt of 
your lituation. | 


* „ The Lord's hand is not ſhortened that he can- 
not fave, nor his ear heavy that he cannot hear.“ 


That you are ſtill alive, and that at length you 


have been taught to conſider your ways, is of 


itſelf a ſufficient proof of his deſigns of mercy 


towards you and, if you wiſh for proofs more 


convincing, hear what comfortable words our 


Saviour Chriſt ſaith to all who truly turn to him: 


1 God fo loved the world, that he gave his 


only. begotten Son, to the end that all who be- 
lieve in him ſhould not perifh, but have ever- 
laſting life.“ Hear alſo what St. Paul faith : 
« This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
men to be received, that Chriſt Jeſus came inta - 
the. world to ſave ſinners.” Hear alſo what St. 
John ſaith i- ec If any man ſin, we have an ad- 
| VvVocate 


| | 10 7 % . 
vocate with the Bale Jeſ us "Chriſt the as | 
ous; and he is the propitiation for our fins.” - 


4 Beit known unto you, therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the' forgiveneſs of ſins; and by Him. 

all that believe are juſtified from all things, from 

which ye could not be juſtified by the law of 

Moſes. Beware, therefore, leſt that come upon 

you which is ſpoken of in the prophets ; be- 
hold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh; for 

I work a work in your days, a work which ye 

- ſhall in no viſe believe, though a man declare it 
unto you.” ©« Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of falvation.” Ts 


Remember that fin is the fruitful, fatal, cauſe 
of all the troubles man is born to ſuffer here, 
and of all the miſeries impenitent, unbelieving, 
ſinners muſt ſuffer hereafter. Accept then, with 
the moſt lively gratitude, accept the deliverance 
which the Grip freely offers. 
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at is true, Grain the W bias of our fallen 
nature, vice has its pleaſures; and, from our 
natural diſaffection to every thing truly good 
and excellent, virtue too often appears without 
form and comelineſs.— But, if we calculate how 
Mort our time here below really is, (and on an 
15 A 4 | _ occaſion . 
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occaſion like the preſent it ſcems wholly hs. 
ble to avoid this calculation ; ) if we take a ſeri- 
ous view of our preſent. conduct in connection 


with eternity, and conſider with any tolerable. 
degree of attention the unchangeable nature, and 


the certain conſequence, of vice and virtue, —the 
ſcales will then fall from our eyes, and we ſhall 
clearly ſee that the path of. ſin is the way to 
hell, going down to the chambers of death; but 
that the ways of holineſs are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are mg 


aa 


For, when we come to EIT I we are about 


to take an eternal farewell of every thing here 


below—when that ſolemn hour arrives in which 
foul and body muſt part, - what conſolation can - 


- fin afford—or rather, with what dreadful horrors 


muſt, at a moment like this, the reflection on a 


life waſted in wickedneſs fill the mind? —On _ 
the contrary, how happily different— (it is a 
faint expreſſion, nor does language afford a word 
ſufficiently ſtrong)—how bleſſedly different the 


ſtate of thoſe who have fled for refuge to the 


hope ſer before them in the Goſpel !—who fore- 
ſeeing, are neither ſurprized by, nor unprepared 
for, the approach of death ;—wha with calmneſs 
can look up and fay, I know whom I have be- 

lieved, —with confidence look forward and ex- 
claim, « I am perſuaded chat he is able to keep 


that | 


4 


that whinh: I oe cd into him ne TY 


| with ſatisfaction look back on thoſe fruits of 


righteouſneſs, which follow after juſtification by ; 


faith only, and as it were juſtify our faith before 


men, as our faith juſtifies. us before God; and 
which, as preparatives for the enjoyments « of hea- 
ven, into which nothing that is unholy can ever 


enter, are ſure and certain pledges of the inheri- 5 


tance prepared: for the ſaints 1 in light. 


= might weaken the ſreions impreſfien-whil 
It is my grand object to make, were I to divert 


your attention from the intereſting conſiderations 


now before us, by any particular detail reſpe&»= _ 
ing the character of our departed Siſter. Aud, i, 


ſaints in heaven have any knowledge of what is 


— 


tranſacting here on earth, it would grieve—if | 


Y with propriety the expreſſion can be admitted 
it would grieve her bleſſed ſpirir, to behold your 


concern withdrawn, even for a ſingle. moment, 


from the care of your own ſouls, to gaze, with . 
whatever admiration, on one whoſe fate is now 
for ever fixed. But it appears well ſuited to my 
preſent purpoſe juſt to obſerve, that ſhe died, as 
J have good reaſon to believe ſhe lived, a real 

_ Chriſtian. And indeed, as fo immediately con- 
| nected with the only ſure foundation upon which 
we can ſafely reſt for preſent comfort or future 
happineſs, it is here worthy particular remark, 


fm 0 


that, though ſhe had ſerved her generation ac, 
cording to the will of God; — though the was full 
of good works, and alms-deeds which ſhe did, 
her hope of acceptance in the fight of God was 
derived from a different ſource—the merit of the 
Saviour's blood. | 


Wo 11 to God is the brighteſt jewel which 
_ adorns the Chriſtian's character. In this alſo - 
the peculiarly excelled. For notwithſtanding ſhe 
had long been bowed down by weakneſs and 
| infirmity of body, no conſideration, not even 
the ſevereſt weather, could keep her from the 
\- houſe of God, whenever her health would any 
way permit her to attend. Yet ſo firmly was 
ſhe rooted and grounded in this firſt, this grand, 
this eſſential, this all-important principle of 
faith in the blood and righteouſneſs of the Re- 
dleemer, that ſhe accounted all but loſs for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt. On the bare 
mention therefore of thoſe good works, in which 
by grace ſhe was enabled to abound, and 
which, as is expreſſed in one of the truly ſcrip- 
tural articles of our excellent Church, „are the 
fruits of faith, pleaſing and acceptable to God 
in Chriſt, and do fpring out neceſſarily of a true 
and lively faith; inſomuch as by them a lively 
faith may be as evidently known, as a tree diſ- 
cerned by the fruit: on the bare mention of 

| theſe 


theſe things, as comfortable evidences of her 
union with the Lord our Righteouſneſs, in the 


courſe of the laſt week of her painful 'illnefs, 


ſhe vehemently diſclaimed all confidence in the 


fleſh, and moſt earneſtly prayed that ſhe might at 
the laſt be found in Chriſt, not having her own 


righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which 


is through the faith of Chrift, the righteouſneſs 


which is of God by faith.” Kept by divine power 


ſhe ſtaggered not through unbelief, but continued 
to the laſt moment ſtrong in this faith, and ex- 


pired giving glory to God in theſe words the 


laſt ſhe ever uttered : O my God and Saviour, 
into thy hands do I commend my ſpirit!ꝰ 


And now, my brethren, that our latter end 


may be equally happy and bleſſed; and that 
whenever we ſhall depart this life we may ſleep 


in Jeſus, as our hope is this our ſiſter doth, et 


us paſs the time of our ſojourning here in fear; 
and, as long as we remain in the fleſh, let us live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 


peculiar people, zealous of good works. 


Sin hath introduced into the world all the mi- 
ſery which we either feel, behold, or apprehend. 
And as, from the eternal and unchangeable nature 


of vice and virtue, we muſt be holy before we 
can be happy, let us give all diligence to make 
dur calling and election ſure, perfecting holineſs 


in the fear of God:“ for without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ 


It SHERI and WE it is a truth of ſuch mag=- 
nitude that we ſhould never for a fingle moment 
loſe fight of it, that, if we have been buried with 
Chriſt in baptiſm, and are actually riſen with 
him through the faith of the operation of God, 
we ſhall ſcek for peace, and reſt for ſalvation, — 
for complete deliverance from ſin and ſorrow, 
for unfading glory and endleſs joys, —in and 
through the merits and interceſſion, the blood 
and righteouſneſs of the divine Jeſus. | 


And; in the near views of Jeath, nd the pro- | 
ſpect of the eternal world, in which we ſhall be 
for ever beyond expreſſion or conception happy 
or miſerable,—it is undoubtedly a moſt glorious 

Privilege to open our Bibles, and to be enabled 
by faith to apply theſe precious ſcriptures per- 
ſonally to ourſelves, —* God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love, wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened 
us together with Chriſt, (by grace ye are ſaved;) 
and hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit 
gether. in heavenly Places: that in the ages to | 


come TO 


. 15 
come - he might ew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindneſs towards us through Jeſus | 
Chriſt, For by grace ye are ſaved, through 
faith, and that not of yourſelves: it is the gift of 
ond not of e leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” 


To be 0 by a living n in the merits 
of the ever bleſſed Redeemer, to apply theſe pre- 
cious ſcriptures perſonally to ourſelves is un- 
doubtedly an ineſtimable, an infinite privilege: 
but ſhould we be tempted to ſtop here, without 
trying the ſpirit whether it be of God 
without examining the nature of our faith by its 
fruits—we may be aſſured that we are under a 
ſtrong deluſion. For, if we are reconciled to 
God through faith in the blood and righteouſneſs 
of his Son, we are at the ſame time * his work 
manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good F 
works, which God hath before ordained that we 
ſhould Walk 1 in W m 


| And, coat neue ſaved by a ſcheme of fal- 
vation, which does not allow us to mention any 
works of our own, as if we had whereof to glory 
before God, yet at the ſame time the Goſpel of 
Grace will always be found in its effects a doc- 
trine according to godlineſs. For let it ever be 
remembered, that holineſs of heart and life is 
indiſpenſable to our happineſs; and the only ſure 

e 1 8 VVV 
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and fake ſign of a faving faith in the merits of 
the Wig Jeſus, which « can be depended upon. 


It is true, of ourſelves we are incapable of do- 
ing works pleaſant and acceptable to God; but 
the queſtion is, not what unaſſiſted we can per- 
form, but, as enabled by that divine grace ſo 


freely offered, and ſo certainly communicated to 
thoſe that aſk. | 


And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be God, we are 
not required to make brick without ſtraw ; but 
graciouſly furniſhed with every aſſiſtance neceſ- 
ſary to perfect holineſs. in the fear of God. 
And when, as eſſential to our happineſs, we are 
commanded to work out our own falvation— 
to give all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure, - and, having been taught how we 
ought to walk and to pleafe God, to abound more 
and more in every good word and work, — we are 
| at the ſame time graciouſly affured that God is 
able, and not only able, but alſo ready, when- 
ſoever we call upon him, to make all grace 
abound towards us. And finally, to remove 
every doubt from our minds, and that our joy 
may be full, we are further aſſured that, if we 
are real Chriſtians, we ſhall be kept by the power 
of God through faith unto ſalvation, ready to be 
revealed: in the laſt time; and that, if, during our 


pilgrimage | 


| et here bela we are e perſuaded of hs” yo 3 
truth of the death and reſurrection of the Lord © * 
Jieſus Chriſt, and embrace the promiſes of the | A 
Goſpel, we all never dis: for, when the time _ | 
of our departure out of this world arrives, we 
ſhall Jeep in Jeſus; and when Chrift, who is our 
life, ſhall appear in his glorious Majeſty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, then Ball we alſo 
e with nn in ee, | 


And, if we do indeed aſſuredly believe theſe 1 
revealed, theſe animating truths, What a blefſed N 
train of conſequences will they draw after them! | 

For, whatever through preſent infirmity might 
be our feelings when we firſt entered this place 3s 
to perform the funeral rites of our departed Siſter, 16 
that ſleep, which we more commonly call death, = 
can now no longer appear a | dreadful, but a ⁵ 
| e . | „ 
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In thi nervous language of a late 4 and 
pious writer—* One would think that to man, 
who lives all his life long in bondage, for fear of 
death, it ſhould be a ſurprizing delight to ſee 
death lie gaſping at his feet, naked and impotent, | 
without ſting, without terror; one would think _ 3 
that to man, who lives rather by hope than en- 9 
joyment, it ſhould not be neceſſary to prove, that 1 4 
the Chriſtian $ hope, whoſe confidence is greater, 1 
| 1 
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f 6 16) wp, 
4 i object more glorious, and its ſucceſs more 
certain, than that of any worldly fancy or pro- 
1 "2 - je, is full of pleafure :—and finally, one would 
think that it muſt be a delighttul proſpect to ſee 
1 2 the heavens opened, and Jeſus, our Jeſus—our | 
gi 5 8 our Saviour, fitting at che 1 ight hand of 


— 


Iloet us then conclude in the triumphant ex- 
preſſions of the Apoſtle :—« O Death, where is 
mb ſting? O Grave, where is thy victory ?— 
1 [Fe ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin 
5 is the law : but thanks be to God, who 1 N 
us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
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7M e Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye EY 
1,38 _ faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
3 3 + 'of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye ROW, that your 
. labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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